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AT YOUR SERVICE 
FOR RECEPTION, ADVICE 

AND GUIDANCE 
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Throughout your stay at the University of La Réunion the “Direction des Relations Internationals” (DRI) will be 
your principal point of contact. 
You can see its location on campus on the last page of this document. 
 
 

Du LUNDI au VENDREDI : 
- le matin : de 8h  à 12h  
- l’après-midi : de 14h à 17h  
Fermeture : mardi et jeudi matin 

 

Contacts :  
 
Nicolas MOREAU  
Vice-Président Chargé des Relations 
Internationales  
Tel : 00 262 (0)2 62 93 83 43 
Fax : 00 262 (0)2 62 93 83 20  
E-mail : international@univ-reunion.fr 
 

 
Henri ABIVEN  
Responsable administratif de la DRI 
Tel : 00 262 (0)2 62 93 83 47 
Fax : 00 262 (0)2 62 93 83 20  
E-mail : henri.abiven@univ-reunion.fr 
 

 
Danièle ROBERT 
Gestionnaire du Pôle Hors Europe  
Tel : 00 262 (0)2 62 93 83 21  
E-mail : daniele.robert@univ-reunion.fr 

 
Sylviane BOULANGIER  
Gestionnaire de la Zone Océan Indien, des aides à 
la mobilité et des conventions (Hors Erasmus)  
Tel : 00 262 (0)2 62 93 87 13    
E-mail : sylviane.boulangier@univ-reunion.fr 
 

 
Sophie VARATCHIA 
Gestionnaire du Pôle Europe  
Tel : 00 262 (0)2 62 93 83 22   
E-mail : sophie.varatchia@univ-reunion.fr 
 

 

 
Note: Do not dial (0) when phoning from abroad (e.g. +262 262 93 83 21, etc.). 
 In Réunion dial 02 62 93 83 21. 

 
 
 

HOW TO COMPOSE 
YOUR STUDY COURSE 

 
 
You should first read through the study programmes offered by the University of La Réunion 

- at your own University’s International Relations Service 
- or on the University of La Réunion’s website; see the “composantes” page: http://www.univ-
reunion.fr/luniversite/composantes/ 

 
Please note that for non French-speaking, visiting ("IN") foreign students (Erasmus and ISEP) registering 
with “Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines” (Faculty of Arts and Humanities), the following courses 
are compulsory: 

- French as a Foreign Language (FLE) (5 ECTS credits) 
- Translation from/into English (5 ECTS credits) 
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Germanophone Students have to follow the same course in German-French (to know the ECTS credits, please 
consult the curriculum on the website) 
 

- Reunion Island Environment, Society and Culture 5 ECTS credits  
 

Exemptions from these courses are only granted in case of timetable clashes or if the courses you have to 
follow to validate your studies in your home university are in excess of 30 ECTS credits for 1 semester or 60 
ECTS credits for the whole year. 
 
Although these courses are not compulsory for visiting foreign exchange students registering with other 
Faculties or Institutes, they may be chosen and indeed this is strongly recommended. 
 
 
 

WHAT TO DO? 
 

DEADLINES, 
PROCEDURE AND 

DOCUMENTS TO SEND 
 
 
I – ERASMUS Students 
 

A) Students registering for the 1st Semester (End of August-December): 
 
1- Reception by the DRI 

 
 Not later than June 1st for the 1st semester (from the end of August to December), return the following by 

post to the DRI: 
- “Formulaire électronique de candidature Erasmus ” (E-Erasmus Application Form), 
- “Contrat d’études Erasmus ” (Erasmus Learning Agreement), 
- “Fiche de demande de logement universitaire ” (Hall of Residence Application Form). 

 
 

NO FAXED OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED 
 

These documents can be downloaded from: 
 

http://www.univ-reunion.fr/international/venir-etud ier-a-la-reunion/programme-dechange-erasmus/ 
 

 
2- Between June 1st and June 15th, the DRI will process applications and send acceptance letters  

 
You will have to download the following documents 
 

a/ if you apply for a room in a hall of residence: 
- the “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement),  
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations)  
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 

 
b/ if you want to be welcome by a taxi, the “Annonce d’Arrivée” (Arrival Notice). 

 
 
3/ Not later than July 1st,  
All students registering for the 1st Semester must: 

- fax, and then send by post, the following documents to CROUS: “Contrat d’hébergement” 
(Accommodation Agreement) and CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) and Charter 
of the using the Internet network of the CROUS signed by the student, 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: all students will only pay once they have arrived in Reunion Island: 3 months of 
rent and a deposit 

 
4/ Not later than July 1st, fax to the DRI: 

- “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival Notice) 
B) Students registering for the 2nd Semester (Enf of January-June): 

 
1/ Not later than November 1st, return the following by post to the DRI: 
- “Formulaire électronique de candidature Erasmus ” (E-Erasmus Application Form), 
- “Contrat d’études Erasmus ” (Erasmus Learning Agreement), 
- “Fiche de demande de logement universitaire ” (Hall of Residence Application Form). 

NO FAXED OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED 
 

These documents can be downloaded from: 
 

http://www.univ-reunion.fr/international/venir/eras mus.html 
 

2/ Between November 1st and November 15th, the DRI will process applications and send acceptance letters 
You will have to download the following documents 
 

a/ if you apply for a room in a hall of residence: 
- the “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement),  
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations)  
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 

 
b/ if you want to be welcome by a taxi, the “Annonce d’Arrivée” (Arrival Notice). 

 
 
3/ Not later than December 1st,  
All students registering for the 2nd Semester and having applied for a room in a hall of residence must: 

- fax, and then send by post, the following documents to CROUS: “Contrat d’hébergement” 
(Accommodation Agreement) and CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) and Charter 
of the using the Internet network of the CROUS signed by the student, 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: all students will only pay once they have arrived in Reunion Island: 3 months of 
rent and a deposit 

 
4/ Not later than December 1st, fax to DRI: 

- “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival Notice) 
 
 
II –CREPUQ Students and International Profile Students: 
 
Between mid-April and mid-May, the DRI will process applications and send acceptance letters. 
 
Students registering for the 1st or 2nd Semester must return their “Fiche de demande de logement 
universitaire” (Hall of Residence Application Form) to the DRI. 
 
The DRI starts sending the “Contrats d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreements) together with CROUS 
“Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations). 
 
 

A) Students registering for the 1st Semester (End of August-December): 
 
a) If you apply for a room in a hall of residence, not later than June 1st, students must: 
fax (+262 262 93 83 20), and then send by post, the following documents signed by the student to the DRI: 

- the CROUS  “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement), 
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) 
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: all students will only pay once they have arrived in Reunion Island: 3 months of 
rent and a deposit 

 
b) If you want to be welcome by a taxi at the airport, not later than July 1st, fax to the DRI the: 

- “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival Notice) 
B) Students registering for the 2nd Semester (Enf of January-June): 

 
a) If you apply for a room in a hall of residence, not later than November 1st, students must: 
fax (+262 262 93 83 20), and then send by post, the following documents signed by the student to the DRI: 

- the CROUS  “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement), 
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) 
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: all students will only pay once they have arrived in Reunion Island: 3 months of 
rent and a deposit 

 
b) If you want to be welcome by a taxi at the airport, not later than November 1st, fax to the DRI the: 

- “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival Notice) 
 

All the documents can be downloaded from: 
http://www.univ-reunion.fr/international/venir-etudier-a-la-reunion/programme-dechange-crepuq/ 
 
 
III – ISEP Students from the USA: 
 
 

A) Students registering for the 1st Semester (End of August-December): 
 

a) For your accommodation in hall of residence, not later June 1st, fax to the DRI (+262 262 93 83 20), and 
then send by post, the following documents signed by you to the DRI: 

- the CROUS  “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement), 
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) 
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 

 
 
b) For your welcome at the airport, not later July 1st, fax to the DRI the “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival 
Notice) 
 

 
B) Students registering for the 2nd Semester (End of Januray-June): 

 
a) For your accommodation in hall of residence, not later November 1st, fax to the DRI (+262 262 93 83 20), 
and then send by post, the following documents signed by you to the DRI: 

- the CROUS  “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement), 
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) 
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 

 
 
b) For your welcome at the airport, not later December 1st, fax to the DRI the “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival 
Notice) 
 

All the documents can be downloaded from: 
 

http://www.univ-reunion.fr/international/venir-etudier-a-la-reunion/programme-dechanges-avec-les-usa-isep/ 
 
 
 
IV –Students in exchange within cooperation agreement:  
 

1- Reception by the DRI  
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Not later than June 1st for the 1st semester (from the end of August to December), return the following by 

post to the DRI: 
- “Formulaire électronique de candidature Erasmus ” (E-Erasmus Application Form), 
- “Contrat d’études Erasmus ” (Erasmus Learning Agreement), 
- “Fiche de demande de logement universitaire ” (Hall of Residence Application Form). 

 
2- Between June 1st and June 15th, the DRI will process applications and send acceptance letters  
 
You will have to download the following documents 
 

a/ if you apply for a room in a hall of residence: 
- the “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement),  
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations)  
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 

 
b/ if you want to be welcome by a taxi, the “Annonce d’Arrivée” (Arrival Notice). 

 
 
3/ Not later than July 1st,  
All students registering for the 1st Semester must: 

- fax, and then send by post, the following documents to CROUS: “Contrat d’hébergement” 
(Accommodation Agreement) and CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) and Charter 
of the using the Internet network of the CROUS signed by the student, 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: all students will only pay once they have arrived in Reunion Island: 3 months of 
rent and a deposit 

 
4/ Not later than July 1st, fax to the DRI: 

- “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival Notice) 
 

NO FAXED OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED 
 

These documents can be downloaded from: 
 

http://www.univ-reunion.fr/international/venir-etudier-a-la-reunion/programme-dechange-avec-lafrique-du-sud/ 
 
1/ Not later than November 1st, return the following by post to the DRI: 

- “Formulaire électronique de candidature Erasmus ” (E-Erasmus Application Form), 
- “Contrat d’études Erasmus ” (Erasmus Learning Agreement), 
- “Fiche de demande de logement universitaire ” (Hall of Residence Application Form). 

 
2/ Between November 1st and November 15th, the DRI will process applications and send acceptance letters 
You will have to download the following documents 
 

a/ if you apply for a room in a hall of residence: 
- the “Contrat d’hébergement” (Accommodation Agreement),  
- the CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations)  
- the Charter of the using the Internet network of the CROUS 

 
b/ if you want to be welcome by a taxi, the “Annonce d’Arrivée” (Arrival Notice). 

 
 
3/ Not later than December 1st,  
All students registering for the 2nd Semester and having applied for a room in a hall of residence must: 

- fax, and then send by post, the following documents to CROUS: “Contrat d’hébergement” 
(Accommodation Agreement) and CROUS “Règlement intérieur” (Rules and Regulations) and Charter 
of the using the Internet network of the CROUS signed by the student, 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: all students will only pay once they have arrived in Reunion Island: 3 months of 
rent and a deposit 

 
4/ Not later than December 1st, fax to DRI: 

- “Annonce d'Arrivée” (Arrival Notice) 
 
 

THE ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
 
Start of the 1st Semester: 2013, August 26th. 
 
A reception and welcome meeting will be organised in early September. 
Your presence is compulsory. 
 
Note: the exact date of the beginning of the courses varies from one faculty to another. 
It will be specified in the acceptance letter that we send to students admitted to study in our university for 
the academic year 2013-14. 
 
Holidays during the semester 1: 
- August 15 : Assumption 
- 1 November: All Saints 
- November 11: Armistice of the 1st War (1914-18) 
 
Official end of the 1st semester: 2013, December 18 
Note:  
- The exact date of completion of courses varies from one faculty to another. It will be indicated in the 
letter of acceptance. 
- The Faculty of Sciences may conduct examinations of catching up missed exams, late June 2014 
 
December 20th: Abolition of Slavery Day 
 
Start of the 2nd Semester: 2014, January 27th  
A reception and welcome meeting will also be organised for visiting students in early February. 
 
Holidays during the semester 2:  
- Easter Monday 
- May 1st: Labor Day 
- In May, Ascension Day 
- In May, Whit Monday 
 
Official end of the 2nd semester: July 1st  
Note: 
- The exact date of completion of courses and examinations varies from one faculty to another. It will be 
indicated in the letter of acceptance. 
- The Faculty of Sciences may conduct examinations of catching up missed exams, late June 2014 
 

WHICH DOCUMENTS 
SHOULD YOU HAVE WITH YOU? 

 
 

I – TO REGISTER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LA RÉUNION 
 

Registration at the University of La Réunion is compulsory. 

The Registration office is called “ Division de la Scolarité et de la Vie Etudiante (DSVE). It is located near the SCRI 
(see map). 
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Your Student’s Card will enable you to get a  residence permit (“Carte de séjour”) if you are staying in Réunion 
Island for more than 3 months, benefit from many price reductions and receive a housing allowance (“Aide 
Personnalisée au Logement” or APL). 

You will not pay registration fees since you already paid them in your home university. 

Health insurance 
If you are a national from an EU or EEA (European Economic Area) member state, you do not have to subscribe 
to the French student health system, therefore you will not pay social contributions when you register, but you 
must, without fail, produce a subscription certificate (“Carte européenne d’assurance maladie”). If you do not 
provide this document, you will have to pay student social contributions. 

All foreign students from outside the EEA must subscribe to the student health insurance system, unless an 
exception (ISEP and CREPUQ) in 2013/13 the amount was 207€. 

Documents required: 
- Photocopy of valid passport or identity card 
- Certificate of birth  
- Form SE Q401-106 
- Copy visa 
- 2 small format passport photos (2 cm x 3 cm),  

 
 

II – TO OBTAIN A RESIDENCE PERMIT (CARTE DE SEJOUR) 
 

A – ERASMUS Students: 
 
As of July 1st 2004, citizens of EU member states or of Switzerland are no longer obliged to hold a residence 
permit in order to reside in La Réunion. You only need a valid passport or national identity card. 
 

 
B – Non-European Students from the exchanges programmes (CREPUQ, non UE- Erasmus, Profil 
International, ISEP) and from bilateral agreements (South Africans…): 

 
Since 1 June 2009, holders of a student visa for a period exceeding three months marked are exempted from seeking 
a temporary residence permit in the 1st year of their stay of studies in France. 
The duration of the dealing is minimum three weeks (various by nationality). 
 
The long-term visa marked "student" will become a residence permit if within 3 months after your arrival in 
Reunion island, you perform the medical examination required by the French Immigration and Integration Office [in 
French Office Français de l’Immigration et de l’Intégration (OFII)]. 
 
List of documents required by OFII to transform visa in a residence permit: 

�  A copy of the passport 
�  A copy of the visa stamped on passport 
�  A proof of the address of residence in Reunion Island, 
�  An identity photograph bareheaded 
�  Form "Long stay visa - application OFII certificate" issued by the French Consulate  
�  A stamped envelope (2 stamps at €0.56) bearing the address of the OFII: 

OFFICE FRANÇAIS DE L’IMMIGRATION 
ET DE L’INTÉGRATION 
à la Réunion 

Place Barachois 
97 405 Saint Denis Cedex  

 
 

The documents must be handed in at the DRI of the University (Building A – Level 0 – in front of the 
DSVE) not later 3 months after the arrival  
 

The OFII will summon students to follow the registration procedures (radiography, Health Service of the 
University). 
This formality is required and if there isn’t any registration within three months after arrival in Reunion Island, the 
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student will be considered as illegal by the French immigration authorities. 
 
 
The OFII, will send a summons to students, to convert their visa in residence permit. The OFII will affix a sticker on 
your visa. 
 
 
 

III –FOR YOUR MEDICAL AT THE UNIVERSITY HEALTH CENT RE  
 
All students registered at the University of La Réunion must pass a mandatory medical. You should take your 
medical records with you. 
As soon as you arrive and getting your student card, you must go to the Preventive Medicine UR. 
 
 

IV – TO REGISTER FOR COURSES 
 
You will require two identity photographs. 
 
 

V – FOR YOUR CROUS ACCOMMODATION FILE 
 
Documents required: 
- 3 photos 
- Photocopy of insurance certificate proving that you are covered for water damage, fire, theft and personal liability 
 
 
 

HOW TO ARRANGE YOUR ARRIVAL 
IN LA REUNION ? 
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We will arrange for you to be met at the airport by a taxi from the “Paille-en-Queue” firm, or a university’s car, 
which will transfer to the city center or CROUS. This is free of charge; you do not need to pay the driver. 
 

To take advantage of this service, you must send us the document headed “Annonce d’arrivée” (Arrival notice), 
to reach us 2 weeks before your arrival, 

- by post: 
Université de La Réunion 
Direction des Relations Internationales 
15, avenue René Cassin – CS 92003 
97744 Saint-Denis Cedex 9  
France 

AND ALSO 
- by fax: 

No. +262 (0)2 6293 8320 (from abroad dial +262 262 93 83 20) 
 
When you arrive at the airport, you must contact the DRI, so that we can send you a taxi. 
 
The taxi will drive you directly to the Moufia Campus, near the CROUS (see map). 
 
 
On arrival in La Réunion, please come to the DRI in order to: 

- confirm your arrival, 
- register administratively, 
- register for courses, 
- meet the local teaching staff who will help your during your stay, 
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- find out about all the administrative procedures required to stay in La Réunion (e.g. residence permit), 
- ask any remaining practical questions. 
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If you have requested accommodation in student residences, you need to go to CROUS at 20, Rue Hippolyte 
Foucque. 

 
At CROUS, you will be given: 

- a file to complete your administrative registry, 
- the key to your room. 

 
Payment to be carried out in La Réunion: 
 
 - Erasmus students from the Euro (€) zone who have paid room booking will not have to pay a deposit on arrival. 
They will however have to pay the current month’s rent and two months’ rent in advance. 
 
 - Erasmus students from outside the Euro (€) zone, CREPUQ, Profil International and Australian students will have 
to pay a deposit,  pay the current month’s rent and two months’ rent in advance. 
The deposit will be refunded at the end of your stay, provided that you have not damaged the accommodation. 
 

Rates (2012/13 prices): 
�  Monthly rent: 

- Cité Internationale: €220 
- Cité du Campus: €150 
- Cité du Tampon : €139 

every month begun must be paid for 
+ deposit of 280 € for the Cité International and 180 € for the Cité Campus or Général which will be returned to you 
at the time of your departure  
 
From home, you must contact: 

- (to find out the name of your residence and your room number): the CROUS Student Affairs Office (“Division 
de la Vie de l'Étudiant” or D.V.E.) – Tel.: +262 (0)2 6248 3215. 
- (to claim your room): the Residence Management Office (“Direction des Résidences”) – Tel.: +262 (0)2 6248 
3217. 

Rq: 

   - All the rooms of the Cite Internationale are equipped with an individual refrigerator. This service does not exist 
yet in the City of the campus 

- The two Cities have the ADSL 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

You must arrive between Monday and Friday, as CROUS is open: 

- in the mornings, from 7.30 to 12.00, Mon to Fri 
- in the afternoons, from 1.00 to 3.00, except Thuesday and Thursday  

 
YOU CANNOT ARRIVE ON SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS OR PUBLIC H OLIDAY* 

 
* There will be no one on duty to give you your room key. 
 

You will need to bring the following with you: 
 
- Bedding: Sheets, pillow case, blanket, 
- Bathroom equipment: bathmat, towels, 
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- Kitchen equipment: bowl, cups, glasses, plats, cutlery, pan, frying pan, kettle, etc. 
 
Camping gas stoves or small electric cooking plates are not allowed. 
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If you do not want to be housed (e) in a hall of residence, look below some ways to find accommodation: 
- Date base of the housing agency of Reunion Island 
http://www.dom-tom.agences-immobilieres.com/reunion/immobilier-ile-reunion.htm 
 

- Saint-Denis, agency AMI practising agency rates for the international students in exchange programme 
of the University of La Reunion 
Contact: François Kohler: francois.koehler@amireunion.com 
 

- Announcements posted on the website of the Journal of Reunion Island: Clicanoo: 
http://www.clicanoo.com/  
 
If you have not found accommodation before your arrival in Reunion, you will provide hotel nights or 
nights in youth hostels. You will find addresses on the website of the Reunion Island Tourism (IRT):  
http://www.reunion.fr/index.php 
 

Whatever accommodation you can apply for a personal assistance in housing (APL) that will reduce the 
amount of your rent:  

http://www.caf.fr/wps/portal/particuliers/simulatio nlogement 
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You will find 
- In the main campus of Le Moufia :  

o 2 university restaurants: Restaurant «The Bourbonnaise" and Restaurant "Hippolyte Foucque" 
o 1 cafeteria 

 

- In the IAE (downtown), 1 cafeteria and some snacks and restaurants around the Institute 
 

- In the South campus of Le Tampon : 1 university restaurant and 1 cafeteria 
 
Please note these restaurants will be shut until 2013, August 18th. If you are arriving before that date, you will need 
to arrange your own food and catering. 
During the academic year, they are also shut between Saturday evening and Monday morning. 
 
In the week, evening meals are only available at “La Bourbonnaise.” 
 
Prices 2012-13 at the university restaurants: 
- Breakfast (hot drinks, orange juice and a pastry): €2.50 
- Meals (one starter, main course and dessert): € 3.10 
 
 
 

WHAT’S LIFE LIKE IN 
LA REUNION? 
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- Population: 750,000. 
- Area: 2,512 sq km. 

- Status: French Overseas department since March 19th 1946. 
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- Motto: “I Will Bloom Wherever I am Taken.” A flag was devised in 1998 by an association in Le Port, but hasn’t 
been officially approved yet.  It contains the different colours of the island’s ethnic communities. 
- County Town (Préfecture): Saint-Denis. 
- Main towns (1999 census figures): Saint-Denis: pop. 131,600; Saint-Paul: pop. 87,700; Saint-Pierre: pop. 69,000; 
Le Tampon: pop. 48,400; Saint-Louis: pop. 43,500. 
- Languages: French is the official language, but the inhabitants speak Creole and several other ethnic languages 
such as Tamil (Tamil Indians), Gujarati (Indo-Muslims from the Gujarat), Chinese, Malagasy or Comoran (Swahili). 
- Currency: the euro (€) replaced the French franc on January 1st 2002. 
- Economy: la Réunion produces less than a tenth of what it imports. A large proportion of the island’s revenue 
comes from French public funding, some €2 billion a year. Little industry other than sugar cane. Also tourism,  
service industries, trade and supermarkets. Inflation: 2% (7% in Mauritius). 
- Religions: mainly Catholic, also Muslim and Hindu. 
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La Réunion is located in the Indian Ocean and is part of the Mascarene archipelago. Volcanic and mountainous. 
Some 207 km of coastline, at the foot of the mountains, of which 30 km is beaches (mainly in the south and west). 
 
a) Flora 
Indigenous species: 800 flowering plants and 230 varieties of fern. All the other plants currently present in la 
Réunion come from elsewhere. 
- Vegetation on the coast: beaches lined with filaos (casuarinas) trees. Rocky coasts, but also sandy gardens where 
vacoa (pandanus) grow. Swampy areas may be overgrown with Nile papyrus and water hyacinths. 
- Vegetation in arid zones: these areas were covered with forests, which gradually gave way to coffee and then 
sugar plantations. 
- Low-altitude forest:  you can see the rubus alcaefolius, a type of bramble, and the psidium cattleyanum, a 
“goyavier” tree with edible fruit (large red berries). 
- Mid-altitude forest: here there is “ericoid” type vegetation, i.e. mainly heather and some shrubs. 
- High-altitude vegetation: heather and shrubs. 
- Plants imported by humans:  these are easier to identify. In Europe, they are often found as pot plants. The main 
ones are poinsettia, “alamanda,” “acalyphas,” ravenala (“traveller’s tree”), laburnum, frangipani, “colocasia,” 
crotons, hibiscus, ficus. 
 
b) Climate 
The climate is tropical. On the coast, temperatures vary between 18 and 31o C. Upland, however, they can drop to 
4o C. At 1,800 m, frost is common. Bring light clothes for the coast, a pullover and windproof jacket for the 
mountains. 
- The cool season: May to November. Little rainfall and lower temperatures. 
- The hot season: November to April. High humidity and “avalasses,” torrential rain showers towards the late 
afternoon. 
Average water temperature: around 26o C from November to May and 23o C from May to October. 
- Spring: October-November. Amazing vegetation! 
- Cyclonic season: usually December to March. 
 
c) Cyclones 
La Réunion is well equipped and cyclones are rarely fatal. Keep informed by listening to the radio and calling the 
Météo France weatherline. Between December and March, as soon as the weather becomes cloudy, it is advisable to 
call the Météo France weatherline before starting any walks or hikes. 
General weather report and 24-hour forecast on 08 36 68 00 00. Live weather report from around the island on 08 92 
68 08 08. Cyclone update on 08 97 65 01 01. Shipping weather report on 08 36 68 08 08. 
La Réunion has three levels of alert: 
- Cyclonic vigilance (“vigilance cyclonique”): a cyclone is present over the Indian Ocean but is still some distance 
from the island. 
- Orange alert (“alerte orange”): the cyclone is approaching the island. 
- Red alert (“alerte rouge”): the cyclone is going to hit the island. Imminent danger! Red alert is always announced 
three hours in advance. 
After the cyclone, beware: the roads are often blocked and landslides possible. 
�
�
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Most people in La Réunion speak Creole, although the official language is French. 
Creole has been taught at the University of La Réunion for several years. 
�
�
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Add 2 hours to French summertime (3 hours to BST) and 3 hours (4 hours to GMT) in the winter (from late Sept. to 
late March). 
 
 
2�-�/"�$����
All year round, you will need light clothing. 
Don’t forget your sunglasses and a good sun protection cream to avoid painful sunburn. 
Bring a light waterproof for the cyclone season (mid-Nov. to early April) as tropical rain can be extremely heavy. 
 
Warm clothing and good quality walking shoes are vital for any trips to the mountains or the volcano. 
 
 
3�-�� ���'" ��
Bus: 
Buses are the only public transport. 
 
In Saint-Denis, the Citalis bus network runs between the different parts of town. 
Buses 6 and 10 travel between the town centre and the University or CROUS (journey time: 20 mins). 
 
The Yellow Coach network (“Cars jaunes”) travel across the island. 
You can get the coach network map from bus stations or tourist offices. All routes are clearly marked. 
An exotic touch: you need to clap your hands to let the driver know when you want to get off! 
 
A regular shuttle bus runs between Roland Garros Airport and the bus station in the centre of Saint-Denis. 
 
Cycling: 
Not easy, given the hilly terrain. There are no cycle lanes or paths. 
 
Train:  
No longer in use. An association has rehabilitated an old locomotive (classified as a historical monument) at La 
Grande Chaloupe (Tel.: 02 62 41 55 07) and offers short train rides. 
 
 
4�.��"��������5��6� �
The Euro (€) has been local currency since January 1st 2002. 
 
Cashline machines are called “gabiers” (from GAB: Guichet Automatique Bancaire [automatic transaction 
counter]). 
Credit and debit cards are accepted in many places and you can withdraw cash in the same way you would in 
mainland France. 
 
Banks are open Mon to Fri, 8 am to 4 pm. 
 
�
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Food: 
 

 - 1 kg rice = €2 
 - a 250 g loaf of bread = €1 
 - 1 kg meat (chicken) = €8 
 - 6 eggs = €1.80 
 - 1 L milk = €1.10 
 - a meal at the University restaurant = €3.10 
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 - a sandwich = from €3 to €5 
 - a pizza = €14 
 
Food budget needs to be between €200 and 250 / month. 
 

Accommodation: 
 
In University residences 

- Cité Internationale:  €220 / month 
- Cité du Campus/Général : €150/ month 
- Cité du Tampon:  €185/ month 

 
 
In town: 
If you do not stay in a University residence, you will need to rent through an agency or a private landlord/lady. 
Renting through an agency involves paying agency fees and a deposit (usually 2 months’ rent). 
You must sign a contract (“bail”) stipulating the rent, duration and rental conditions. You will have to take out 
obligatory insurance to cover the accommodation. 
Rent is payable on the first of every month. 

- for the first month, €1000 
- each month, rent and other charges, between €300 and €450 
 

Whatever accommodation you can apply for a personal assistance in housing (APL) that will reduce the 
amount of your rent:  

http://www.caf.fr/wps/portal/particuliers/simulatio nlogement 
 
 
Transport  

 - a bus ticket for a bus ride within Saint-Denis = €1.30 
 - a three-month student card for bus travel throughout the island = €20 
 - a yearly student card for bus travel throughout the island = €50 
 - 1 L petrol = €1.50 

 
 
Cinema:  

- Ticket: €8 à 10€ 
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There are Post Offices in all towns. 
They are open Mon-Fri, 8-12 and 2-6. 
Some are open between 12 and 2. 
Stamps: €0.53 for France and €0.55 for Europe. 
A little difference: allow 3 days for a letter to reach France. There are two rates: air mail and surface (sea) mail (at 
least 20 days). 
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In La Réunion, the telephones work the same way as in France. Fixed-line munbers are 02 62 XX XX XX, mobile 
phone numbers are 06 92 XX XX XX. You can phone from call boxes using coins, phone cards or a credit card. 
France Télécom phone cards cost around €10 for a 50-unit card. 
 
For information or to obtain a Carte France Télécom, freephone 08 00 202 202. 
 
You can use your home mobile phone (roaming), but companies will charge you international call rates. 
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- To call 
    * abroad from La Réunion, dial 00 + country code + number 
    * La Réunion from abroad, dial 00 262 2 62 XX XX XX (landline) or 00 262 6 92 XX XX XX (mobile) 
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a) Hiking 
La Réunion is an amazing place, particularly for hikers. The Forestry Commission (ONF) has signposted hundreds 
of kilometres of paths, of all different levels of difficulty. Check out the guide books provided at the Maison de la 
montagne. 
Guides P.E.I.  
Launched in 1997, the guides P.E.I. (the initials stand for Heritage, Environment, Island) are no ordinary mountain 
guides, but specially trained monitors who help visitors to discover the island in an original, non-athletic, cultural 
way. They organize day trips, for around €42 per person. You can find their address at the Maison de la Montagne 
in Saint-Denis. 
 
Useful advice: 
- Check the weather before you go. 
- Clothes: take a pull-over, a light��waterproof, and of course light, non-slip quality walking shoes; “Micropur” water 
sterilizing tablets for the more adventurous ones or mineral water bottles for the more conservative, a pocket or head 
light. A wide-brimmed hat or bandana, sun cream and a flask (2 to 3 L) are indispensable. 
- Food and equipment: food can be bought on the way (except on Sundays and sometimes Mondays), and most 
mountain lodges serve meals. If you book your accommodation in advance, a sleeping bag is not necessary, but it is 
advisable to take a sheet bag. 
- Altimeters: never trust them entirely as they do not provide the right indications in Réunion Island. 
- Maps: you will find IGN (French Geographical Institute) maps useful (No. 512 covers the whole island). They are 
reproduced in the “Topoguides” on sale at Maison de la Montagne. More detailed maps are IGN Top 25 4401 to 
4406. 
- Walking times: those given below are only indicative. 
- Start early in the morning: this will allow you see the landscape better and to go back in time if the weather 
changes for the worse. 
- Car: do not leave a rental vehicle in a car park near the beginning of a hiking trail, especially during the night. 
- NEVER GO HIKING ALONE! 
 
Some useful addresses: 
Réunion Sensations: Tél.: 02 62 33 17 58. Specializes in bivouac excursions and treks and provides guides PEI. A 
member of the “Réunion Quality Tourism” Charter. 
Rando Run: Tel.: 02 62 26 31 31. Organizes coast-to-coast hikes across the island in 5 or 10 days from April to 
December (starting on the 1st and 10th of each month). 
Austral Aventure: Tel.: 02 62 32 40 29. Jean-Marc organizes open-air excursions and sporting activities 
(paragliding, climbing, hydro-speed, canyoning). 
 
b) The “Sentiers de grande randonnée” or GR (Hiking trails) 
There are two GR’s in La Réunion (a third is under consideration but will be in the Cirque of Mafate only). GR R1 
goes round the Piton des Neiges via the three cirques (Salazie, Cilaos, Mafate). GR R2 crosses the island from north 
to south-east via two cirques (Mafate, Cilaos) and the Piton de la Fournaise volcano. 
It is possible to do certain sections only. There are bus stops every two or three sections of the trails. 
- GR R1: about sixty km, 3 to 6 days. Average elevation: 1,750 m. Some passes are nearly 2,000 m high. 
- GR R2: 150 km. Strikingly varied landscapes, mainly in mountainous environment. Numerous difficult passages. 
Takes around 11 or 12 days. 
 
b) Skin Diving 
A volcanic island, La Réunion has a specific underwater architecture, abysses and narrow faults. Most diving sites 
are on the west coast. Seasoned and independent divers go to less visited sites on the south-east coast, near the 1977 
lava flow, at Grand-Brûlé or Anse-des-Cascades. There are no interesting sites in the north and north-east. Those 
who cannot afford diving sessions can simply use goggles and get a thrill in the lagoons. 
You can skin dive all year long, however the best period is from October to April. 
For more information: 
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- Fonds sous-marins de l'île de la Réunion et guide des plongées, Marylène Moyne-Picard and Eric Dutrieux, éd. 
Ouest-France. A complete guide carefully composed by two diving aficionados. 
- Association Parc Marin de la Réunion (Marine Reserve Association): 7 rue de la Compagnie des Indes in Saint-
Leu. Tel.: 02 62 34 64 44. E-mail: parcmarinreunion@wanadoo.fr. 
 
c) Paragliding: “Free as a Bird” 
With its rugged relief, micro-climates and trade winds, La Réunion is one of the word’s best paragliding sites—and 
you can fly all year round. This sport requires good knowledge of air streams and perfect command of the wing. 
 
d) Canyoning 
La Réunion is a canyon rafter’s paradise. 
The most popular sites: 
- For beginners: Bassin Bœuf in Sainte-Suzanne; Bassin la Mer/Bassin la Paix in Bras-Panon (water hike); Ravine 
Saint-Gilles. 
- For regular goers: Trou Blanc in Salazie, a natural Aqualand, the canyon you don’t want to miss. 
- For confirmed riders: Takamaka. 
Expect to pay around €40 half-day and €65 full day (equipment included). 
 
 
 

LIFE ON 
CAMPUS 
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The university campus is closed every day between 10.00 pm and 5.00 am, and during week-ends from Saturday 
10.00 pm to Monday 5.00 am. 
During those periods access is controlled and strictly limited to listed authorized persons at the east gate (roundabout 
near the Regional Council). 
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�$��%��(� ������/�� �/�5"� �� is in charge of: 
 
�  Coordinating cultural information on campus 
�  Fostering and facilitating cultural projects 
�  Contributing to cultural dissemination 
�  Developing partnerships 

 
Students can take part in courses and creative workshops: 

�
DOMAINS WORKSHOPS 

Art History Introduction to Art History 
Cinema Film Culture 
 
Music 

Drums 
Choir 
Jazz Band (under consideration) 

Drama Actor Training 
Performing Arts 

 
Visual Arts 

Visual Arts 
Chinese Calligraphy 
Latin Calligraphy 

Literature Writing the Islands 
Multimedia Video 
�
�
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In partnership with the University Library (SCD) an d CROUS, the Cultural Board regularly organizes film 
projections, exhibitions, concerts, and conferences in the Vladimir Canter Hall. 
Other events are organised on such occasions as “Le Printemps des Poètes” (Poets’ Corner), “Le temps des 
écrivains” (Writers’ Week), “La Faculté des Livres”  (Books on Campus), etc. 
 
For more information visit the Cultural Board website on: 

http://www.univ-reunion.fr/luniversite/services/suac-service-universite-art-culture/ 
�
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All year round, the SUAPS offers the possibility to practice 
�  Team sports 
�  Individual sports 
�  Racket sports 
�  Artistic and expression activities 
�  Fitness activities 
�  Recreational activities 
�  Combat activities et martial arts 
�  Nature and outdoor sports 
 
From time to time the SUAPS organizes events such as: 
�  Sporting week-ends 
�  Gala evenings, friendly competition nights 
�  The University Sporting and Cultural Week 
 
For more information visit the Physical & Sporting Activities Department website on: 
$��'<**===>���'�-/� ����"�># * �
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This association organizes film-related events and activities: 
�  Experimental film shows 
�  Showing curriculum-related films of academic interest 
�  Reception of film directors in connection with other events such as the African and Islands Film Festival, 

Documentary Film Festival, Saint-Denis City Film Festival, etc. 
 
Contact: 
Tel.: 02 62 41 49 40 
�
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The ASCUR is a Students’ Association whose aim is to introduce students to a wide range of open-air and 
other activities, fostering students’ initiative through various end-of-year projects. 
 
In collaboration with the University’s Sports Department (SUAPS), the ASCUR offers all manner of 
recreational activities under the supervision of qualified professionals—without straining your budget. 
 
The ASCUR actively contributes to the development of student life on campus through cultural and sporting 
events organised by members. 
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�
Enjoy playing football in a friendly, cheerful and relaxed atmosphere! 
 
With the FCUR you can play your favourite sport together with students, teachers and administrative staff, 
all united to champion our University’s colours. 
 
Contact: 
E-mail: fcur@univ-reunion.fr  
Tel.: 02 62 93 80 05 
 
 
 
 

 

USEFUL ADDRESSES 

 
Université de La Réunion / University of La Réunion 
15, avenue René Cassin 
CS 92003 
97744 Saint-Denis Cedex 9 
Tel.: +262 (0)2 6293 83 21 / In Réunion: 02 62 93 83 21 
Website: http://www.univ-reunion.fr 
 
CROUS de La Réunion / Accommodation & Catering Services Board 
20, rue Hippolyte Foucque 
97490 Sainte- Clotilde 
Tel.: +262 (0)2 6248 3215 / In Réunion: 02 62 48 32 15 
Website: http://www.crous-reunion.cnous.fr 
 
Préfecture de La Réunion / Government Services 
Rue des Messageries  
97400 Saint-Denis 
Tel.: +262 (0)2 6240 78 78 / In Réunion: 02 62 40 78 78 
Website: http://www.reunion.pref.gouv.fr 
 
“Caisse générale de Sécurité Sociale” / Social Security 
4, Boulevard Doret 
97400 Saint-Denis 
Tel.: 02 62 40 33 40 
Website: http://www.cgss-reunion.fr 
 
“Cars Jaunes” Coaches 
Info line: 08 10 12 39 47 
 
Citalis (Inter-city transport: Saint-Denis, Sainte-Marie, Sainte-Suzanne) 
3 espaces bus: 

- Across the Saint-Denis Town Hall in rue de Paris 
- Near the “Petit Marché” in rue du Maréchal Leclerc, Saint-Denis 
- In Le Chaudron behind the “Jumbo Score” supermarket, Sainte-Clotilde 

Tel.: 02 62 92 59 25 
 
Gare routière / Bus & Coach Station 
Boulevard Lancastel 
97400 Saint-Denis 
Tel.: 02 62 41 51 10 
 
Le Journal de l’Ile (newspaper) 
Classified ads (accommodation): http://www.clicanoo.com/ 
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Student Mutual Health Insurance 
- SMERE 
2 bis, ruelle Pavée 
97400 Saint-Denis 
Tel.: 02 62 25 80 80 
E-mail: smere@ums.re 
 
- LMDE 
317, rue du Maréchal Leclerc 
97400 Saint-Denis 
Tel.: 02 62 94 47 00 
Website: http://www.lmde.com 
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MAP OF THE MAIN CAMPUS 
 

Le Moufia  
(Sainte-Clotilde/quarter of Saint-Denis) 
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MAP OF THE SOUTH CAMPUS 
 

Le Tampon 
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MAP OF THE IAE 
 

Campus in Saint-Denis 
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MAP OF THE IUFM 
 

Bellepierre Campus in Saint-Denis 
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MAP OF THE ACADEMIC TECHNOPOLE 
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MAP OF THE IUT 
 

Saint-Pierre 
( in the south of Reunion Island) 
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